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Emphasizing Christ in Christmas
Brings a Message of Hope
Dear Friends:

So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites
and I will bless them!

At the beginning of a new liturgical year, we
need to remember how we are blessed by God. At
Christmas the blessing is purely simply the fulfillment of
the promise of God. God enters us personally in Christ
Jesus, born of Mary and the God-man to take from us
the bonds of sin, injustice, fear and harm that afflict us
because of Adam’s sin.

This blessing touches into our everyday
experiences right at the center of our lives where
we meet God-Who-Blesses. Can we habitually
count the blessings that are ours and thus give

The Book of Numbers sets the tone for the
New Year wishes. It recounts the words that God spoke
to Moses: “This is how you are to bless the Israelites.”
Say to them:

You are a blessing in my life and mission
and I thank my God each time I think of you and
when I pray for you, I pray with Joy.

The Lord bless you and keep you!
The Lord let his face shine upon you and be gracious to
you!
The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace!

ourselves over to God as Jesus Himself did through
his life, death and resurrection?

Blessings,

Rev. Fr. Denzil
Vithanage, Pastor

Fr. Denzil J. Vithanage

December 12th – Pope Benedict XVI Designates Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Patroness of America
" lessed is she who believed that
B
there would be a fulfilment of what
was spoken to her from the Lord' (Lk
1:45. )
These words to Mary can
also be applied to the Church on this
continent. Blessed are you, Church
in America, for you have welcomed
the Good News of the Gospel and
given birth in faith to numerous
peoples! Blessed
are you for believing, hoping, and
loving, because the Lord's promise
will be fulfilled! Today we can say
that the Church in America is the
Church of Hope. We need only look
at the vigor of her many young people, the exceptional value put on the
family, the blossoming of vocations
to the priesthood and the consecrated
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life and, above all, the deep piety of
her peoples.
“I wish to entrust and
offer the future of the continent to
Blessed Mary, Mother of Christ
and of the Church. For this reason,
I have the joy now of announcing
that I have declared that on December 12th, Our Lady of Guadalupe
will be celebrated throughout
America with the liturgical rank of
feast.”
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—Pope Benedict XVI
On the occasion of his pastoral visit
to Mexico City

Our Lady of Guadalupe, look with
mercy on the peoples of America

“To you, O Lady of
Guadalupe, Mother of Jesus
and our Mother, belong all the
love, honor, glory and endless
praise of your American sons
and daughters.”
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Falling in Love with
Liturgy All Over Again

Falling in Love with Faith
Formation All Over Again
Charlotte Smith, Director of Faith
Formation

Nancy Vines, Choir and Liturgy
Ministry
The first Sunday of Advent
brought an historic occasion for Roman
Catholics; the implementation of the New
Translation of the Roman Missal.
Throughout the world, all English speaking
countries began using the new translation
of the Roman Missal.
Fifteen years of intense preparation have transpired in order for this to
occur. In the Tyler Diocese, we have been
preparing for about two years to receive
this new translation.
Even though the English speaking community here at St. Joseph’s has
been singing the Chant Mass since the
beginning of October, the congregation is
experiencing new translation in the text of
common prayers and responses.
The first few weeks have required careful attention as we sang, responded and recited prayers, causing some
awkwardness and confusion as many attempted to respond from member.
No longer are the people able to
respond from rote memory, now all are
being challenged to stay constantly focused and respond as they follow in the
Missalette or the pew card.
Within a short time from now, we
will again be at ease in our participation in
the celebration of Mass with the new translation.
Until then, we are encouraged to
use the worship aids available to us to assist us in falling in love with the Sacred
Liturgy all over again!
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Did you know we have Adult
Faith Formation? In both English and Spanish?

Tantum ergo Sacramentum

Sharing the Love of our
Catholic Faith and
Liturgy with Others
The Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults (RCIA) is available for anyone who is interested in learning about
the Catholic religion.
This series of classes are for
non-Catholics and/or non-Christian persons who are inquiring about the Catholic Church and to learn about the Faith
without any obligation to become Catholic.
Attending RCIA classes is
encouraged for those who were baptized
Catholic and have been absent from the
Church for an extended amount of time
and wish to return to the Faith..
Also, RCIA classes are for
those who desire to deepen their spiritual
understanding of their beliefs as they
respond to their call to holiness.
These sessions are open to
every one at anytime. Contact the
Church Office at 903-935-2536 for
RCIA class times.

On Sunday mornings at 8:45 a.m.
at St. Joseph’s School at 2307 South Garrett
Street children ages 3 years thru 8th grade
are attending Faith Formation (formerly
CCD) classes and sessions for adults are
being conducted in Spanish. Also, Faith
Formation sessions in English takes place at
the Parish Hall, beginning at 9:00 a.m.
We currently have 14 dedicated
men and women on Sunday mornings working with our youth to teach them their faith.
On the third Sunday of each month, we have
10 men and women assisting with the instruction of First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation for anyone preparing to receive these Sacraments. Parent sessions in both English and Spanish are provided and parents are highly encouraged to
attend to insure the proper instructions are
given for all guidelines and directives that
our Chief Shepherd, Bishop Alvaro Corrado, has implemented and that they are
followed as intended.
As you can see, there is something
available for all ages and their interests. If
you would like to help in the formation of
our youth but do not feel qualified to take
that step yet, there is training available in
this area as well to help you be more comfortable in choosing this endeavor. The only
requirement is a willing heart and the love
of Jesus to be involved.
While we have over 300 students
currently attending Faith Formation, we
pray for blessings of growing numbers to
continue. We welcome anyone who wishes

Are you looking for a way to serve the people of God? Areas in Liturgy where you may serve include:ALTAR SERVER, ALTAR
SOCIETY, CHOIR/MUSICIANS, COMMUNION MINISTERS, GREETERS, LECTORS, USHERS, VIDEO TAPING THE MASS.
For more information, call the church office at 903-935-2536.
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St. Joseph’s Acquires a Home for Parish Youth
This year proved to be an
exciting one for our Parish Youth
Ministry. The house across the street
from the church became available for
sale late in 2010. Father Denzil
Vithanage, Pastor, entered into a purchase agreement, with the approval of
the Parish Finance Council.
Once the sale was final and
before the youth group could move
from the rented facility across the
highway 80, renovations had to be
made to make it “livable.”
The garage in the rear was
converted into a classroom.

The upstairs has two bedrooms and a bath that provides lodging
for visitors to the parish. That area is
“off limits” to the youth.
Much labor, furniture, electronic games, television and VCR were
donated by many parishioners.
The house was inaugurated
and blessed by Bishop Alvaro Corrada
in 2011.
The youth named their center
“Chili’s”.
See the Parish bulletin for
ongoing dates and times of events.

Newly Renovated Youth Center
Dubbed “Chili’s”

St. Joseph School Continues To Grow
elementary school with extraordinary student achievement and
provides another education choice
for our growing Marshall community.

Philip Verhalen, Principal,
demonstrates planting a tree Parents in the Marshall area have
chosen St. Joseph’s Catholic
to 3rd grade students.
School for their children’s education because of its Christ-centered
As our school
and safe environment, academic
growth continues, long-range excellence, and attentive and enplans are being developed that ergetic teachers. From learning to
will add grades each year,
bake pies to planting a garden, our
beginning with 4th grade in
students are learning math, scith
the fall of 2012, until the 8
ence, reading, social studies, and
grade vision is realized. The communication skills such as
school continually strengthens writing and public speaking. The
its identity as an accredited

curriculum also offers physical
education, Spanish, music, and
art. In addition to academic
studies, the students are learning about themselves and others
by practicing the disciplines of
patience and sharing, and Christian values such as loving our
neighbors, as Jesus taught.

“The growth of St. Joseph’s
Catholic School has been
inspired by God and nourished
by all the hard work,
dedication, and support of
parents, faculty, staff,
benefactors, and many others

We encourage you to visit our in the Marshall community.”
school and witness for your—Fr. D. Vithanage
selves what wonderful miracles
take place on a daily basis that
we know as “truth in action”
that only children can experience.

St. Joseph Catholic School, 2307 South Garrett Street, Marshall, TX, 75672.
Phone: 903-935-5502
FAX: 903-472-4114
On the Web: SJCSM.org

THE ST. JOSEPH BEACON
Enlightened communication for our Parish

Page 4

Volume 1, Issue 1

St. Joseph’s Parish Offers Opportunities for Service and Outreach
Ministries to Serve the Community with Acts of Mercy
St. Joseph Catholic Charities and Food Pantry Ministries
Cathy Lay

What do you think of when you see a
list of food needs for the Marshall Food bank.
Do you think of scripture passage that asks:
“When did we see you hungry, Lord?”

With all these demands on our
time, are we giving time to fulfill another
spiritual obligation, that of expressing the
virtue of mercy and giving?

This time of year we are busy with
shopping and decorating our warm homes
with decorations of light and laughter.

What better way than to make a
generous donation for the poor in our community than through the St. Joseph Catholic Charities

We are busy with meeting social
obligations and trying to fit in to our busy
schedules extra time for visiting with our Lord
in Adoration.

Also, it is easy and convenient to
stop by the Church and make a food or
money donation for the Food Pantry at the
Church office.

St. Joseph’s Parish Provides Leaders to the Tyler Diocese
Council of Catholic Women (TDCCW)
The Tyler Diocese Council of Catholic
Women celebrates its 25th anniversary as an organization for Catholic women throughout the
Diocese.

Our Lady of Good Counsel
Patroness of the Tyler Diocese
Council of Catholic Women

At the biannual convention held at St.
Mary’s in Longview held October 7-8, 2010 was
attended by women representing each of the
Deaneries in East Texas.
The new officers were elected to a term
of two years: 2011-2013, are Cathy Lay,

President, Juanita Cantu, Secretary, and
Mary Heater, Treasurer, all from St. Joseph’s.
All Catholic women in the Diocese
are automatically members of the TDCCW
and the National Council of Catholic Women. No individual dues are collected . The
Deanery affiliates pay dues of $15 per year
to offset the costs of service, leadership and
spirituality programs to benefit all Catholic
women

Contact the church office at 903-935-2536 if you are interested in serving the following ministries: BOY/CUB
SCOUTS, YOUTH MINISTRY (JR & SR) GROUPS, CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS, RIGHT TO LIFE/GABRIEL
PROJECT. Other ministries and activities are listed in the Sunday bulletin.
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BISHOP CORRADO TRANSFERED
TO PUERTO RICO

The new main altar was
blessed and dedicated by Bishop Alvaro Corrada of the Diocese of Tyler at
Mass on July, 24, 2011. This event was
his last visit to St. Joseph’s before his
transfer to his new post in Malaguez,
Puerto Rico.

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
has named Most Reverend Alvaro Corrada del Rio, S.J., as the second bishop
of the Diocese of Mayaguez in Puerto
Rico. Bishop Corrada was installed as
Bishop of Mayaquez on September 12,
2011. At that time the Diocese of Tyler
became Sede Vacante, that is without a
diocesan bishop. Pope Benedict XVI has
chosen to appoint Bishop Corrada as
Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese
of Tyler. He will administer the Diocese
of Tyler with occasional visits until a
new diocesan bishop is appointed
During the interim of the sede
vacante, Monsignor Joseph Strickland is
serving the Diocese as delegate of
Bishop Corrado until a new bishop is
named by the Holy Father.

Most Reverend
Alvaro Corrada
del Rio,
S. J.
Apostolic Administrator
Sede Vacante

Please pray that our
diocese will soon have a new
Shepherd.

Jesus is the Reason for the Season!
What Child is this who, laid to
rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems
sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is CHRIST THE
KING, whom shepherds guard and angels
sing;
Haste, haste, to bring him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.

OH, HOLY INFANT,
WE
WORSHIP YOU, WE ADORE YOU,
WE GIVE YOU THANKS AND
PRAISE

Why lies he in such mean estate,
where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word
is pleading. Nails, spear shall pierce him
through the cross be borne for me, for you.
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.

Jesus Christ is the
first-born of many: come let us
adore him, alleluia!
O come to us, abide
with us, our Lord Emmanuel!
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St. Joseph’s Community in Action

Newsletter Staff:

St. Joseph Church

Fr. Denzil Vithanage, Editor

Office Directory:
Fr. Denzil Vithanage, Pastor

Contributors for this first
issue:

Fr. Carlos Rangel
Deacons: John Sargent, Santiago Suarez,
Felipe Pena, & Magadaleno Aguirre



Deacon John Sargent



Philip Verhalen, School Principal



Nancy Vines



Charlotte Smith

Director of Faith Formation: Charlotte
Smith



Cathy Lay

Liturgy: Nancy Vines



Mary Heater

Maintenance: Tony Garcia & Naiff Thomas

Secretary/Administrative Assistant: Melanie
Hughes

School Principal: Philip Verhalen

TYLER DIOCESE
CELEBRATES

25 YEARS!!
http://www.dioceseoftyler.
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ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC
CHURCH
SERVING HARRISON
COUNTY AS A PARISH
SINCE 1874
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Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Church Office Phone: 903-935-2536
Fax: 903-938-1591
E-mail:
saintjosephmarshall@yahoo.com

REFLECTIONS
Pope Benedict Hails St. Joseph As Model For the Upcoming 'Year Of Faith'

D

uring the Advent and Christmas season, our focus
is on Mary as the Mother of Jesus and of the Nativity. But sometimes
we leave the role of St. Joseph on the sidelines and forget his role in
God’s Miracle on earth as Jesus’ foster father. Pope Benedict has
announced the 2012-2013 "Year of Faith" that
began Oct. 11, 2012 as a time to reflect on St.
Joseph as a model for building trust in God and
deepening our faith.
Fr. Joseph Chorpenning, the author of a
landmark work on Saint Joseph, says we need to
bring these figures down to earth for people. It's
challenging, but that's what needs to happen.
When you look at Joseph, you have to look at him
as a man of faith. Fr. Chorpenning holds up the
chaste husband of the Virgin Mary - who was
asked to believe that his fiancée’s unexplained
pregnancy was not a catastrophe, but part of history's greatest miracle - as a figure of inspiration "in
a world that's losing faith, at every level of society."
At the beginning of Mary's pilgrimage
of faith, which is an example for all followers of
Christ, she meets Joseph - and his faith. So these
two people are united in a pilgrimage of faith. Her journey, of course,
extends beyond Joseph's, since it's assumed he died before Christ's public life. But they were united, in the mystery of the Incarnation, in this
common pilgrimage.
In later centuries, Christians became wellaccustomed to the truth of what the angel told Joseph - about the child
conceived by the Holy Spirit, who would "save his people from their
sins.” Since Joseph was the first man to hear the message, it was far from
traditional. What he's being told, in that annunciation, goes against everything that he's being told by the culture.

After the angelic annunciation takes place, we really don't get a sense
of what's going on in Joseph - except that Matthew says, after the
angel left, “Joseph got up and did immediately what the angel said."
St. Joseph, the humble man who served as a father to God,
not only displays the virtue of faith, but also illustrates what Bl. John
Paul II meant when he spoke of the “civilization of
love." Joseph, in a sense, becomes the model of the
“civilization of love” - understood as a society which
is not about having more, but about being more. His
life, the priest said, represents an alternative to the
"'me-centered' kind of narcissism" that has made
society break down on many levels, from individual
families to financial markets.
St. Joseph points the way to a life based on
devotion to God, dedication to one's family, and
work that serves the common good. Joseph's life
shows a "transcending of the self" in which the father of the Holy Family becomes defined by his relation to its other two members, while also making
their life possible.
The result is a life that is "not about the
individual, but about the community of persons" - as
both the Church, and society itself, are meant to be.
Joseph's example also stands in opposition to a culture of irresponsibility and prolonged adolescence.
"This is what a responsible man looks like," said Fr. Chorpenning,
summing up the love and loyalty that generations of believers have
found in the head of the Holy Family.

Chorpenning, Fr. Joseph (2011). St. Joseph Hailed as Model for Upcoming
“Year of Faith.” Joseph of Nazareth Through the Centuries. Retrieved October
26, 2011, from Catholic News Agency
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* * * UPCOMING EVENTS 2012 * * *
JANUARY
1—

New Year’s Day – The Octave
of the Nativity of the Lord,
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God

6—

1st Friday

7—

1st Saturday

8—
16 —
18 —

The Epiphany of the Lord
KC Social, 7 p.m. KC Hall
Senior Citizen Lunch, 12 p.m.
in the Parish Hall
CDA Gumbo Sale

21 —
28 —

5 p.m. Mass – 4th Degree
Assembly Anniversary –
Banquet following Mass

MARCH

FEBRUARY
4—
1st Saturday
4 & 5 — CDA Casserole Sale after all
Masses
11 —
Chili Dinner – KC 4th Degree
13-17 — Priest Retreat (Fr. D & Fr.
Carlos will be out of the
office)
18 —
Mardi Gras Ball at the
Convention Center 8 p.m. –
Midnight
20 —

KC Social, 7 p.m. KC Hal

22 —

Ash Wednesday

26 —

1st Sunday of Lent

3—

1st Saturday

18 —

String Quartet, 5 p.m.
followed by Potluck
Dinner

19 —

Feast of St. Joseph,
5:30 p.m. (Bi-Lingual)

The list of routine weekly and monthly meetings and Mass times are available in the Church Weekly Bulletin

PLEASE TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT THIS NEW NEWSLETTER!
AND, YOU MAY OFFER YOUR SUGGESTIONS FOR ARTICLES OF INTEREST TO OUR ST. JOSEPH PARISH FAMILY
BY WRITING THEM ON THIS FORM AND SENDING TO US AT THE CHURCH OFFICE

